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PPK’s Divisive Tactics
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Following the marginal victory of Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, leader of the Peruanos Por el Kambio
(PPK) party, the president-elect and his incoming Prime Minister Fernando Zavala are working
to gather congressional and public support for the new administration.

In light of Kuczynski’s narrow victory, he and Zavala can anticipate an uphill battle to forge an
effective relationship between the executive and the legislative branches. In fact, not only did he
win the presidency by a margin of 0.25 percent, but also, the PPK will hold 18 out of 130 seats in
the incoming congress. Despite the party’s minority status, Kuczynski’s recent rhetoric in
support of a mining development in the region of Junin has come under criticism by both the left
and right ideological spectrums of congress, thereby furthering his party’s marginal status.

On June 8, in the town of La Oroya, Junin, Kuczynski appeared in front of a crowd of local
people and mineworkers calling on the community to “march on congress” to extend the
deadline by which the Doe Run mining complex must close (August 27, 2016).t In 2009, Doe
Run Resources Pera declared bankruptcy after the Peruvian government accused it of failing to
meet environmental standards.2 It fined the U.S. mining company 163 million USD,
consequently halting activity at the complex.3 Kuczynski has pledged that one of his first requests
to congress will be to delay the legal closure deadline in order to revive the locality’s main source
of employment in the future.4

Kuczynski’s advocacy for the mining complex and incoming Prime Minister Zavala’s
prioritization of forming a coalition with Keiko Fujimori’s center-right party, Fuerza Popular
(FP), is incongruent with the administration’s prerogative to cooperate with the various factions
in the legislature. The PPK and FP already share an ideological, and specifically economical,
perspective, thus an intimate alliance with the FP might further aggravate the leftist spectrum of
the Peruvian Congress.

Furthermore, Kuczynski’s announcement in La Oroya puts him at odds with the leftist platform
of the 2016 presidential candidate, Veronika Mendoza. Jo-Marie Burt, a senior fellow at the
Washington Office on Latin America, said that Kuczynski’s victory was dependent on the
“grudging endorsement” of Mendoza, who came in third during the first round of elections as the
candidate for the leftist coalition, Frente Amplio (FA).5 The FA is to become the second largest
force in the new congress behind the FP, meaning that antagonizing the left would further
diminish Kuczynski’s influence in congress.¢

Notwithstanding his alignment with the center-right ideology, Kuczynski’s call for a “march on
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congress” has been criticized as an attack on the center-right party, Fuerza Popular, as well.
Political analysts have voiced concern over his call because it exemplifies the inefficient tactics he
might employ in dealing with a fragmented legislature.” “The comments aren’t appropriate for
the president,” said Fuerza Popular spokesman, Pedro Spadaro, to El Comercio; “We are
concerned that a president-elect ready to take office would make these announcements. Marches
do not solve problems.”8

Kuczynski’s equivocal tactics are aggravating both sides of the political spectrum, thus
demonstrating his failure to successfully engage either side. His tactics have so far displayed
disloyalty to the endorsement of Mendoza, and have antagonized the FP party. The vitality of
Peru’s mining sector, which in 2007 accounted for 17 billion USD, or 62 percent of the country’s
total exports, puts the administration in a tough situation; it must decide how to support the
economic stimulus the development provides and simultaneously leverage congressional support
for his administration.9

Despite exacerbating conflict in an already fragmented congress, Kuczynski seems determined to
revive the Doe Run complex. In fact, incoming Prime Minister Zavala has prioritized vocalizing
his “good professional relationship” that he has with Keiko Fujimori and Fuerza Popular,
demonstrating the administration’s willingness to highlight its support for the rightist ideology.°
The FP will hold 73 seats in the 130-member congress, thereby holding the absolute majority.* If
indeed materialized, the intimate relationship with the FP that Zavala has accentuated to the
press will give the Kuczynski administration the legislative security it needs to govern nearly
unilaterally.2 In this manner, he will be able to bypass the leftist opposition in Congress.

Fernando Zavala, who Kuczynski nominated prime minister on July 8, has been working with
the ranks of the Peruvian Congress to foster cooperation for when Kuczynski takes office.13 This
week, Zavala has announced that he plans on meeting with members of congress in order to
begin familiarizing the incoming administration with the fragmented legislative branch.

However, Zavala’s nomination has been criticized due to Kuczynski’s failure to promote
ideological diversity within his administration. Alberto Quintanilla Charcén, congressman for the
FA, said, “Pedro Pablo Kuczynski has elected a President of the Council of Ministers (Prime
Minister) in his same image and semantics, and they are both economists.”4

Thus far, Kuczynski’s politicking has not demonstrated a willingness to forge a coalition in the
Peruvian Congress that would adequately represent the ideological spectrum and discourage
political fragmentation. By appealing heavily to the right, Kuczynski has antagonized a part of
congress that could help his administration legislate more effectively and sustainably. Kuczynski
is not set to take the Peruvian Presidency until July 28; however, he seems to have decided which
side of the aisle he will be appealing to the most.
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