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Multinationals Close to Securing Un~recedented Power over Third World Nations 

Proposed agreement, which will be given 'tfast track" status by the White 
House, calls for the dismantling of almost all barriers to trade among 
signatory countries, as well as allowing complete foreign ownershp of 
enterprises in nearly all economic sectors of other countries 

Less-developed countries not permitted to participate in negotiations; ofSered 
only "observer status" 

Temptations will exist for developing nations to lower worker health and 
living standards, as well as ease environmental regulations, in order to attract 
desperately needed foreign capital 

Unprecedentedly tough dispute resolution mechanism is binding and will 
result in governments being financially liable to multinationals for any 
infractions 

Agreement could compromise the economic sovereignty and well-being of 
developing nations. 

The proposed Multilateral Agreement on Investment (MAI) is being pushed 
forward in an international forum where only the "rich" nations are formally represented, 
and where representatives of multi-billion dollar multinationals (MNCs) dominate the 
wings as well as the corridors of power at the gathering. The quasi-surreptitious manner 
in which the negotiations have been carried out should be of great concern and be the 
basis for serious skepticism on the part of poorer nations. If the agreement comes into 
force, it inevitably will have a worldwide transformative effect on the current system of 
international investment and trade. 

Because of its unpopularity among poorer nations during the proposed 
agreement's initial round of negotiations, which took place at the World Trade 
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