
BRITAIII i’IARI,IS UP RELATIOi4S i’ ITH CHILe_ AS PIi tO...Er RIGHTS VIOLATIO[’4S t. OL;,,I1
---Joint cooperation on a number of froi%ts

..... T4atchc~,.. c~ove~nment deplor~.~ ’;t..".n-pot. d.Tatators" on east ,~ide c.,~ Av, des,
but courts ¢hem on west side

.... I0 Dowuing Street favors self-determination .for Falklanders, but what
about the Chilean people?

---Aloral undcrpinnings of Folklands war dissolved by London’s cynical r~-
lations with Santiago

Only a year after British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher justified the

British stance in the Falklands war by railing against the "tin pot dictaZoz’.~

of the Argentine military junta, and invoking the cause of self-determination

for the Falk]_and Islanders, her government is cynically placing stz~ategic

considerations over moral principles in developing a close military and polit-

ical relationship with tbe Chilean dictatorship o~ Gen. Au~usto Pinochet~-

a regime, if anything, more contemptuous of human rights than the Argentine

government.

High-level military and diplomatic delegation;~ that have shuttled betwee::

London and Santiago in recent months, ongoing negotiations for the establish-

ment of a British air base in southern Chile, the transfer of nuclear power

technology, and reports of British training of Chilean troops, are cementing

~hat amounts to an undeclared alliance to defend their territories--Chile’s

three Beagle Channel islands and Great Britain’s Falklands--from Argentine

attack. London and Santiago are also said to be harmonizing their positions

for upcoming Antartica negotiations, which will negativelyaffect Argentine

territorial claim:-3 in the

According to a high-level Reagan administration official, the £;ritish

are not kee~ing the U.S. informed of the warming trend between the two coun-

t:~ies: "They’re getting.,, close, very close and they. are not telling us a thin;i~

about it." Another official noted that there is increased activity on a

number of fronts between the Br±~:[sh and Chilean i~overnments, and did no~

rule out the possibility of a strategic, if secret, military ,~.l].i.ance betwee~

Chile and Britain de::3if4"ned t;o counter the Argentine h~Jlitu, ry’s r[tpid buJlclu}~



Should the present course of diplomatic relations between Britaih and
Chile continue, Britain’s budding friendship with Gen. Pinochet is more likely
to present the Thatcher government with a major’ embarrassment and diplomatic
liability down the road than a useful working partner in the Southern Cone.
As the Chilean economy staggers and ant~-~overnme~t ~tr~ke~ ~.~d pro1:~t~
spread, police in Ch~!e are resorting more often to their old standards of
widespread torture and arbitrary mass arrests. Many experts believe that
the Pinochet government will not survive the next 6 months, potentiaIly

.leaving the Thatcher government with a relationship, that will be reputiated
by a successor democratic administration in Santiago. Unless the present
courtship loses its flame, the British prime minister, placing security concern
above ideals, is like].y to find herself allied with a repressive dictator
against democracy. It also threatens to estrange the democratic leadership of
the English-speaking Caribbean from Britain.

With a close working relationship with Chile in hand, how will the
Thatcher government fall back on democratic rhetoric, if the Falklands situatio:
again heats up? The fact that COHA is taking a position of condemning Britai.n
embrace o~ t~e Pinochet regime must be see against its support of the Thatcher
government’s stand on the Falklands-Malvinas. In a May 14 issue of the New
York Times noting the silence of many U.S. organizations "searching for a
policy acceptable to both Latin American and North American opinion]’-the
Times observed: "Almost alone in its clear and consistent criticism of Ar-
gentina has been the Council on Hemispheric Affairs..."

To deal with supp!y problems, the British require an air base in the
southern Atlantic for ready access to the Falkland Islands. Currently, the
only connecting base for the Falklands, where 4,000 British troops are station¢(
is Ascension Island, some 2,000 miles ¢o the north. Chilean Foreign Minister
Miguel Schweitzer disclosed on May 4 that the British were negotiating for base~
in Chile, and reportedly have their sights on the nearest important Chilean
settlement to the Falklands, Punta Arenas, where an airstrip bas recently been
lengthened to handle jet traffic.

Punta Arenas is also close to the three Beagle islands, whose nationality
is still disputed. Controlled by Chile and claimed by Argentina, the islands
have been the focus .of a long-term tension between the two two Southern Cone
neighbors, bringing them as ~ecently as ~978 to the ver~e of w~r. At stake is
access to potential~y significant marine petroleum deposits and an additional
arc that would expand Antarctic territorial claims. The Chileans are reportedly
seeking British logistica! support in the region, a~ms and nuclear power techno-
logy. Until two months ago, Chilean leaders were rumored to be contemplating
the purchase of the British aircraft carrier Hermes, one of the two flagships
of last year’s Falklands force. The price, they finally decided, was too high,
and the Hermes is slated to go to the Australian navy.

Recent contacts between the two countries have been high-level. In late
March, Chilean Foreign Minister Schweitzer--a former Santiago envoy to London--
visited London and Washington, and later described his talks as "very positive,"
A month later, Cransley Onslow, the British Minister of State for the Foreig ....
and Commonwealth Office, met with President Pinochet, Schweitzer and Air For
General Fernando Matthei in Santiago. Onslow emerged from the meetings saying
that "relations between Chile and Great Britain were strengthened." A com-
munique later released by both countries mentioned "closer ties with the ob-
jective of furthering bilateral ties in all fields."

Chilean Neutrality Has British F~avor

O~s!ow went.~ too far, his hosts .~eemi,~gl.y £elh, when he praised the Chi].-
eans for their support of Britain before, during and after the Falklands con-
flict. The Chileans promptly issued a statement stressing their neutrality. It
is widely recognized, however, that Chile’s neutrality during last year’s war--
the only such case among Spanish-speaking countries--had a distinctly British
tilt.

The Argen-tines have reason to suspect a wa~,mir:i~ o~ British-Chilean rela*~
In 1977, the British Crown me.ditti.ed the Be~.g].e islands dispute and ruled in
Chile’s favor. The decision deeply offended the Ar~entines, who refused to
here to the medi.ator’s recommendations. In the dual r,~obiliza.1.:ion~ of Argentim~
and Chilean £orces that fo].]owed in 1978 over the d~;pute. II~wker llu~ter
previously supplied ~y the ~rJtisb were sen~ south
same bombers were deployed by x.he Chilean ~ailit~try to bomb the presidential
palt~c.o 1n Santiago durir~g the S~pt.ember 19’7~ co~i) t~tt ousted ~;he democtraDica]~
elected gover~ment of S:~lvador Al]e~dc’ (~;~,’n’.-;. l,:~.~:~l.
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:~rl~s.. The~, are based on .].once-term credit arrangements due to the strapped
nature of the Chile~n econom.v.

An Atmosphere of War

Tensions are mounting in the dee!~ south between Argentina and Chile. Ar-
gentine Nobel Prize Laureate Adolfo Perez Esquivel decl:tred on April 25 that
"There is a clear atnDsphe~, of war in southern Argentina." Much of Argentint~,’s
post-Fa.lkl~tnds arms acquisitions are bei~.g deployed in the sensitive area.
In April, Argentina conducted naval exercises off Rio Gallegos, just north of
Tierra de! Fuego and only 100 miles from Punta Arenas. In the maneuvers the
Argentines displayed their aircraft carrier, the 25 de ,klayo, equipped for the
first time with French Super Etendard jet fighters.

Meanwhile~ the Argentine media stress the threat posed by a Chilean-
British alliance. On April 28, Argentine radio broadcast undocumented reports
that British military officers and Nep~.]e~e Gur~has were ~nstructing Chilean
troo~:~s in Punta Arenas. ~’hey added theft the British were building a base on
Darwin Island and that two British planes, a Phantom and a Sea Harrier, had.
crashed while responding to Argentine movement in the area.

The Shattered Peals of Democracy

In its appeal to patriotic British citizens and to world public opinion,
he Thatcher government justified its praiseworthy Falklands stand on the right

self-determination for the residents o£ that territory. But the Pinochet
government has denied the right of self-determination for the citizens of Chile
by postponing elections for years to the distant future, if at all, and
democracy hardly thrives in Chile. It was the Thatcher government that nor-
malized relations with the Chilean dictatorship shortly after coming to power,
after they had been virtually suspended by the previous government due to the
detention and torture of a British citizen by the Chilean secret police.
During the period of her rule, arms sales to Santiago significantly have in-
creased. The normally close relationship between the British navy and air
force has been intensified as Britain prepa, res itself to be the major supplier
of weapons to the Pinochet dictatorship. The U.S. cut off all arms shipments
to Chile in 1977, based on human rights constraints. Even. the Reagan admin-
istration, which h~.s indicated its favora,h].e intentio~s to the Santiago regime,
has not dared to certify that human rights have improved sufficiently in that
country, to justify a resum~tion of military sales.


