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FORMER PRESS UNION HEAD ChHARGES ARGENTINE NEWSMEN WITH COMPLICITY IN
MILITARY REPRESSION

---Eduando Jozamd, formen sechetanry-general cf Buenos Aines Press Undon, LAsZs
violations of fournalistic ethics duning militanrny nregime's "Dinty War" LAn
gonthcoming Washington Report Anterview

---Some journalists helped in surveillance o0f cifizens; incompeteni newsmen
newanrded wilith bribes, promotions Ain exchange for propaganda werk for military

---Somos magazine named as turnceat; now crdtical of military atrocities

‘h)zami, himself foiled for eight years, calls fon immediate refurn of
La Opindion o Jacobo Timeaman

In an interview to be published in a forthcoming issue of COHA's biweekly

publication, the Washington Report on the Hemisphere., Eduardeo Jozami, former

secretary-general of the Buenos Aires Press Union and a political prisoner under
the Argentine military regime for eight years, charges that "many Argentine
journalists who now hold prominent positions in the press corps there benefitted
professionally" during military rule by suppressing vpotentially damaging infor-
mation on human rights viﬁlations, distorting reporting on nctivities of the
military, and collaborating with military officials by conducting prozacanda
services on behalf of the government.

Jozawi, now working as a columnicst for the Maexico City daily UnoHasUno,

also statced in the Washington Reovort interview that manyv of those journalists

w».@ coliaborated with the military regime's repression during the so-called
"Dirty War" against suspccted leftist subversives--in which over 15,000
Argentines disappeared in the late 1970s--are today among the most outspoken
critics of the military.

Jozami was arrested in 1975 and eventuslly charged and coﬁvicted by the
military regime of being a "subversive." Mach-ncecedaed medical tresimont Jor
chronic health problems in 1980 was denied him by his captorsz, and his extended
j"ling was condemned at the time by leaders of international press and human
rights organizations, including Charles 4. Perlik, Jr., President of The
Newspaper Guild (AFPL-CIC; CLC) and Chairman of COHA's Board of Trustces. Now
on a bricf trip to the United States, Jozami met with Perlik last Friday to
express his gratitude to The Newspaper Guild and COHA for their activities in
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journalists daring wo Le critical of the regime' in particular,
addrassed those of Redolfo Walsh. the foLmer ed¢tor of the General Confedera-
on of Workers' news publication, who disappeared in 1977, and Robert Cox,
‘Lor of the Enu]lgrmlaﬂquage da*‘y Buenos Alrn s 1d, who was forcaed to
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OVERT VIOLATIONS OF NEWS BETHICS

Jozami told the Washingicn Report that Argentine journalists friendly to
the military regiwme were given access to political prison and torture facilities,
where they were able to mest with detainees. In no instance, however, did
toe j“uaﬂdil t report what they had seen or even the existence f the prisoas.
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Jozami stated that a numb: of these persons prospered far beyond what their
journalistic talents would merit, aad that today, some hold very prominent
positions in the Argentine press corps.
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Jozami declined to release publi‘ly the names of journalists involy
militarv-oriented activities until a complete study can be carried out,
he privatcely identified several cases known to him to COHA. He did make an
exception, however, with Somcs magazine, a right-wing Argentine national
newswaek}y. Somos' editorial staff enthusiastically supported the military
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Following the debacle of the spring 19282 Falklands war, one that served as
he coup de¢ grace Ffor the military regime's political credibility, a wave of —~
~eports and accusations began appearing in the Argentine media regarding the
Fhousands of cases of disappearances and torture.  Since the October 30 &7
of civilian Presidenl Raul Alfonsin, investigative reporting of the tragic cvents
of 1976-83 have c¢come dally fLare in A mtina. The Dirty War repression is
2 national obsession in the country of million, one that has produced a
nodar-unanimous call for tiorough and Inamediate sodress.
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free-thinking pres‘n Argentina may take tlm‘to a large extent due
tc the fact that the cast of editorial and publishing boards of many major
Qentlne publications remains essentially the same as it was under the military
ggvernment.

CALL TO RESTORE POSITIONS

The former union official called in the interview for media organizations
to offer back the posts of Argentine journalists returning from exile or
imprisonment. In particular, Jozami cited the case of Jacobo Timerman, the
former publisher of the influential Buenos Aires daily La Ovinion, who was
arrested without charge by the military in October 1977 and tortured, before
being exiled from the country and stripped of his citizenship. Jozami notes
that while Timerman may have accumulated his share of admirers and enemies
for his political views and his later indictment of Argentine atrocities,
there was nonetheless no moral or legal basis for the military government's
seizure of La Opinion. He called on the Alfonsin administration to return
the paper to its former owner, who recently has travelled back from exile in
Israel to Argentina to assert his claims and help bring to justice his torturers,
as well as those of the many thousands of victims of six years of military
rule.




