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FORMER PRESS, UNION HEAD CihRGES ARGENTINE NEWSMEN WITH COMPLICITY IN

MILITARY REPRESSION

---Eduardo Jozami, former secretary-general of Buenos Aires Press Union, lists
violations of journalistic ethics during military regime’s "Dirty War" in
forthcoming Washington Report interview

Some journalists helped in surveillance of citizens; incom$.eten~ newsmen
rewarded with bribes, promotions in exchange for propaganda work for military

---Somos magazine named as turncoat; now critical of military atrocities

zami, himself jailed for eight years, calls for immediate return of
La Opinion to Jacobo Timerman

In an interview to be published in a forthcoming issue of COHA’s biweekly

publication, the Washinqton Report on the Hemisphere: Eduardo Jozami, former

secretary-general of the Buenos Aires Press Un&on and ~ political prisoner under

the Argentine military regime for eight years, charges that "many Argentine

journalists who nOW hold prominent positions in the press corps there benefitted

professionally" during military rule by suppressing potentially damaging infor-

mation on human rights violations, distorting repoz’ting on :~.ctivities of the

mi]ii:ary, and collaborating wit]-) military offJ.cJ.a).s by conducting propagan@a

services on beha].f of the government.

Jozo.mi, now wor]~ing as a colu.mnJst for the bic){ico City daily _U.j[{Q.".IS{L~.~I!!.0.,

also state@ in the Washinqton Reoort interview that many of those jouri,.a!ists

col].abo.’.:-ated with the military regime’s repression duri~g the so--c~.lled

"Dirty War" against suspected leftist subversives-.-in which over 15,000

Argentines disappeared in the late 1970s--are today among the most outspoken

critics of the military°

Jozami was arrested in 1975 and eventually charged and conv%cted by the

milJ.taJ:y rec=~._me of being a "subvors:[ve." I,]uc]~-nec:<.’-<~d "..sedical trc<~tmc~..t for

chro~)ic health problems irl 19S0 was denied him by his captor:~, and h]s e:<te.v,dc, 

ing was condemned at the time by leaders of international :press and human

rig]!ts o.~.~ganizations, including Char].es A. Perlik, Jr o, President of Tbe

Newspaper Guild (AFL-CIO; CLC) and Chairman of COHA’s Boar<] of Trustees. Now

on a brief trip to the United States, Jozami met with Per].i}t last Friday to

exDress his gratitude to The Newspaper Guild and COHA for their activities in
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of jo:.:r:::aiists d&:’ing %o b,’5 critical of tl,e ,_"egime’s practices, in pa;]hicula~,
]~e addressed those of :odolfo Walsh, the former editor of the General Confedera-
tion of Workers’ news pubAic:tion, who disappeared in 1977, and Robert Cox,
editor of the English--lantTuage daiJ.? ~.K[h%9~_5%_~:.F_g~_!<9_<9_]:~, who was fetched to
fi(,~ ~:1:,:: <:c<!n’,:ry ;:,.?tee s~:~ ,:~:: ?. h{ n: : :’ <A ~: .s I.o h:L~? ).Ale h::.:.< be(::;-, ;:~.a.dc, (tO::<

OVE:RT VIOL, A’[’[ONS OF NEWS

Jozami told the W__a:_!]!!.~ng31~<i_!%@;l_or=’_t. that Argentine journalists friendly to
the military regilae were given ac ..... s.~ -to political prison and torture fa..ilities,
where they were able to m,e..P.t with detainees. In no instance, however, did
...... u~_~]a~.].sts repo~ct wh~t c.ney ho.d o<;...n or even the existence (:,f the prisons.
P:~b~:q- ~’ ~ ...... ~ { ........ " .... ,, " " ’ " ............ j ~.)<~.< :~,:~._.~ L,~, ,~ X::OT(. 2 fig

Jozami also indicated that many journalists published armed forces press
materials often without identifying the source of the stories, and frequently
:{~vailed themselves of sho~:-i:-.Ze:~.:n~, job oppo:ctuni£ies at:. ,.:]over~P.ucnt in£ormation
csnters abroad .... well-pay:)_~:g po<.,itic, n,s op{.~n o-.~.:!.y to friendly journalists.
Sozami stated that a number of these persons prospered far beyond what ,’,:heir
journalistic talents would merit, a:ad thaL today, some hold very prominent
positions in the Argentine press corps.

Jozami declined to release publicly the names of journalists invo]_ved in
_ -~.~O]~ --F~ ~:,~.udy can be carried out, a~thou~hmilitary-oriented activ:.ties until a

_ .~eveza~_ cases known to him to COi:{A. He did make anhe privately identified ~"

A,.g_.ntlne nationa.1exception~ however, with Seines.
n.ewsweek].y. S~Q_£’ editorial staff er~thusiastically supported the military
regime’s "Process of National Reconstruction, " the political program used to
~egl,,..imc.te the regime’~ camod.i(]n
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Following the debacle of the sp.~:iug 1982 Falklands war, one that served as
’,:he coup de grace :for the military regime’s political credibility,
reports and accusations began appearing in the Argentine media regarding the

O~toc~r 30;.’aou<’=,-/~s.~,.~,,,._ of cases of u.~sapp(.arauces dau. torture. Since
o{ civilian PresiC{~nt Raul A].fonsin, investigative reporLing of the tragic events
<)f 1976-83 have ecome dai]_y fare in A~:-gentina. The DJ.rty War repression
% national obsession in the cot!~Itry O< 28 mi]..lion, one Liutt ha~{ produced a
r,,K~r-~nanimous call for tia)rou:lh and Jm~-~cd:Lat:<:~ rc,:]ross.
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t~ £he fact that the cast of editorial and publishing boards of many major
entine publications remains essentially the same as it was under the military

~nment.

CALL TO RESTORE POSITIONS

The former union official called in the interview for media organizations
to offer back the posts of Argentine journalists returning from exile or
imprisonment. In particular, Jozami cited the case of Jacobo Timerman, the
former publisher of the influential Buenos Aires daily La Oninion, who was
arrested without charge by the military in October 1977 and tortured, before
being exiled from the country and stripped of his citizenship. Jozami notes
that while Timerman may have accumulated his share of admirers and enemies
for his political views and his later indictment of Argentine atrocities,
there was nonetheless no moral or legal basis for the military government’s
seizure of La Opinion. He called on the Alfonsin administration to return
the paper to its former owner, who recently has travelled back from exile in
Israel to Argentina to assert his claims and help bring to justice his torturers,
as well as those of the many thousands of victims of six years of military
rule.


