
Presldente Jorge Rafael Videla

Casa Rosada

Ba±carce DU
Buenos Aires Argentina

December

Dear Mr. Presldent:

We have he honour of addressing you on behalf ot the members

of The Newspaper Guild ot The Unlted States and the National Union

or Journalists ot Great Britain to express our concern about the
pllght oZ Argentine journallsts who have been arrested or who have

disappeared.

As 3ournalists we are well aware of the d~ttlcult perlod your

country has lived through and of the wave ot political violence
prompted by varlous ideological points of v~ew whlch nave swept

Argentina during the past few years.

However we cannot remain indl£rerent to the rate or our Argentine

colleagues who have been persecuted for no apparent reason. According

to our information~ more than ~O0 Argentine journalists are being
held w~thout charges. Perhaps there is some legal reason for their

arrest, ~n which case we respectfully request that they be charged
and put on trial w~th full legal guarantees. If, however, no charges

can be brought agalnst theme we believe that they should be set tree
immediately or given the rlght o£ option to leave the country.

We are especially concerned about the sltuatlon or some 60

3ournalists whose whereabouts remain unknown. Most o£ them were seen
being arrested by men who identl£ied themselves as members or the

Argentine security forces. Themr relatives have flied habeas corpus
wrlts, visited police statlons and written to military authorltles--

all to no avail.

We belleve that the relatives oz our dlsappeared colleagues
have the r~ght to Know the reason for thelr d~sappearance and their

present whereabouts. We also feel that it is our professional duty
to 3oln our voice to those of the relatives or missing journalists

who are demanding justice. If our mlsslng colleagues are not being
held by the Argentine securlty forces, we hope Mr. President, that

an immediate ll~vestlgatio~ will be launched to establish the reasons

for their d~sappearance and their pr~,~t status.

We are aware that your government has repeatedly stated that it

wlll respect freedom of information and strive to maintain a zree
and ~ndependent press.



We believe that the plight or the missing or detained Argentlne

3ou~nalists undermlnes these objectlves and contributes to create a
negative image of your country abroad. ~,

Your government has repeatedly complained of negative articles

written about the sltuation in Argentina by foreign newspapers. We

rear that it will be very d~tticult for a foreign 3~urnalist to give a
posztive view of Argentina when so manyof his colleagues in your

country are being persecuted for reasons known only to the Argentine’

authorities.

No foreign journa±ist covering Argentlna can easily forget that
so many of his Argentine collelgues have been abducted or arrested.

We trust, Mr. President, that your government w~ll heed the plea

of our colleagues’ families and find a rapld solution to this ±amentab±e

and tragic situatlon. ~We hope that you will soon be able to tell
Argentina and the world that journal~sts ~n your country agaln are
able to work freely, without fear of being arrested or abducted.

Sincerely,
SIGNED

Charles Per±iK, Jr.
President
The Newspaper Guild

1125 25th Street~ N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Jake Ecclestone

President
Natlonal Un~on of Journalists

314 Grays-Inn Road
London WCI, England


