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HEADS OF BRITISH AND U.S. JOURNALIST ORGANIZATIONS CALL UPON

PRESIDENT VIDELA TO HALT POLICE VIOLENCE AGAINST NEWSMEN IN ARGENTINA

RECENT LETTER BY THE PRESIDENTS OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF

JOURNALISTS AND THE NEWSPAPER GUILD URGES GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATION

INTO WHEREABOUTS OF "DISAPPEARED" JOURNALISTS

In a recently-written joint letter to Argentine President Jorge

Videla, Charles Perlik, Jr., President of The Newspaper Guild (U.S.),

and Jake Ecclestone, President of the National Union of Journalists (U.K.),

have expressed their concern over the plight of journalists working in

Argentina. They called upon the Argentine leader to launch a thorough

investigation into the legal status of more than 300 journalists who are

being held by the government without charges.

Special concern was also expressed about the fate of more than 60

journalists who have disappeared in Argentina since the military coup of

1976. Many of these missing newsmen are known to have been arrested by

men who identified themselves as members of the Argentine security forces.

Repeated efforts by the journalists’ families to determine their where-

abouts have proven fruitless.

Included among the missing newsmen are more than 10 editors and

publishers. At least one prominent editor, Jacobo Timerman, has stated

that he suffered physical and psychoiogical torture during the two years

he was in jail. Timerman, a founder and former publisher of the Buenos

Aires daily La Opinion, was recently released and allowed to emigrate to

israel.

Among more than a score of Argentine journalists who have been killed,

Hector Ferreiros, a formerCatholic priest, was found shot to death with

his hands tied behind his back, five days after his arrest. And Robert

Cox, the editor of Argentina’s leading EngliSh-language paper, the Buenos

Aires Herald, quit the country in December for a "leave of absence" in his
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native England, after his 10-year-old son received a letter containing

detailed information which Cox believes could only have been gathered by

military intelligence services. Even though it generally supported the

military government, Cox’s newspaper was one of the few open critics of

the Argentine government’s repressive policies. Over the past several

years, Cox received numerous threatening phone calls including, as reported

in ~e Washington Post, one that screamed, "Get out or be killed, you Jew-

Communist son-of-a-bitch."

The Washington Post also reported that journalists in Argentina are

forced to work in "an atmosphere of fear" and that "in several instances

bodies of ’disappeared’ journalists have been found along little-used roads,

riddled with bullets."

"It is our professional duty to join our voices to those of the rela-

tives of missing journalists who are demanding justice," wrote Perlik and

Ecclestone in their letter to Videla. "Your government has repeatedly

complained of negative articles written about the situation in Argentina

by foreign newspapers. We fear that it will be very difficult for a foreign

journalist to give a positive view of Argentina when so many of his colleagues

in your country are being persecuted for reasons known only to the Argentine

authorities. No foreign journalist covering Argentina can easily forget that

so many of his colleagues have been abducted or arrested," the letter continues.

The Perlik-Ecclestone letter, mailed from England on December 14, is

first being made public today by the Council on Hemispheric Affairs (COHA),

a Washington-based educational, research and human rights organization of

which Perlik is a trustee. The protest letter to Videla is their first joint

action ever in a matter of this nature, and reflects their growing apprehen-

sion over the fate of their Argentine colleagues who are guilty, of nothing

except attempting to carry out their professional duty of reporting the truth,

as they see it. In its just-released year-end report, COHA described Argen-

tina as the "worst" human rights violator in the hemisphere, with upwards

of 15,000 victims of its repression and with more political prisoners in its

jails than in the rest of the hemisphere combined. //////


